At Left: A calm momenl
jJust before the perlor-
rance

Below: Merald Clark
{(Duke Merowald)
applies faux pamt toa
sub-calumn.

’i’{& uilding the 11 columns that would form
the nave of the cathedral also required as much
time in planning as in actual construction. I agonized
for weeks, trying to figure out what | could possibiy
afford to use as the 1,000 square feet of material neces-
sary to cover the column frames. L kept, 5&3‘1rch1nﬂ the
want-ads until 1 found an advertisement for heavy fruck

covering fabric. like canvus. §1 per \ard-cl':' I”fr me’l'f*
1 drove to northern Maine, where tht: SNOW smys'----
on the ground until May, and purchased 1 1 vards: The

roll of grey, rigid nylon fabric weighed cibout 400 Ths.,
and the owner had o Tift it onto my little pickup truck
with u crane. I 'umed out my new Skilsaw, cutting it,
only to discoverthat metal sheers worked hetter,

We then purchased |1 sheets of p]ywood and 44
2x4s. Hilary scrounged up about 50 —12-ft. carpet tubes
from local carpet dealers, many. of whom throw the
tubes out with their trash E

Bases: The 2-ft. bases, tor the large coiumnq Icietex-jj

mined, would have to be assembled it Pennsic. Other-
wise they would have filled the entire: U-Haul trailer.
We made top and bottom pieces by scroll-cutting them

from plywood, then we created three vemcal boxes

to act as legs for each base.

At Pennsic, we assembled the bascs with shcetrmk
screws, and stapled unbleached muslin tlzhtly around
each base. Then Hilary, Sarah, Marie and several oth-
ers applied a base of gray latex paint to the whole hase.
Marie and others followed this treatment with a taux
speckling treatment done with sponges of hght gray
and black designed to make the columns appear more

‘each column and at-
tached it with-roofing”

stonelike. With some helpful verbal instruction from
Frederich, the effect worked very nicely.

Main Cylinder: Each large cylinder required four ply-
wood discs as frame braces, all of which Arawn and |
cut using a jigsaw: All told, we had to cat 77 of those
little moristers. Tt was a-very nasty, unpleasant job,

whja,h Ihope ncvcr to repeat. The two discs on the ends

{}f gich cglumn we screwed directly on to the ends of

the vertical trame pteces, and we noiched the middle

discs to fit the lra_mt: plBL'SS Tht:y sat. on praperly spaced
phfwn()d blt}bkb L :
To create the 'ng.ﬂ lmme I rlppgd cach of the
2x4s lm}:‘thwm. unlli we had 88 sections. Then Corwin,
Cormac and | screw ed--'on ._trlpq ot plywood (to serve
as connectors an{i blm, Tor the spacing discs). Fach
column s Ldtl 1hf:n requued eight 8-ft. framing pieces,

4 discs'and 8 pi},“ ood blocks — to assemble.
' Tohmsh we would, wrap the heavy tabric around

natls 10- the vertical
plcce on the back side.

Suf:i?colunlns: Six of
the main cylinders
would also include
three 14-ft full-round
maoldings made from
carpet tubes. Arawn
and I cut the tubes into
7-ft. 9-ft. and 5-ft.
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Columns (continued)

lengths. We then inserted smaller carpet tubes into
one of each pair, to serve as a connecting sleeve.
Each tube then received a base coat of gray latex.

On site, Merowald and others applied faux
painting to each of these sub-columns as we as-
sembled the sections.

Trim, Moldings: To make these columns look like
something maore than stale geometric shapes, we had
to trim every cylinder and sub column af both top
and bottom. To this end, T cut individual beveled
boards with cutouts to fit on the top and bottom of
each sub-column. Hilary and I then added round
moldings of vinyl garden hose and painted the whole
trim assembly gray.

At Pennsic, we also added sections of “soaker
hose” to the top and bottom of every main cylinder,
at the point where it met either the base or the top
plate.

Assembling and Erecting the Columns: You may
recall that [ once discussed assembling and finish-
ing the entire setting in the two hours before the per-
formance. T would estimate that the column assem-
bly alone at Pennsic required about 10{ man/woman-
hours. Hilary, Sarah and Marie assembled all of the
bases and painted them (with help) while the rest of
us put together the massive main shafts. As we as-
sembled each column, everybody would stop what
they were doing to do the “Iwoe Jima™ thing. They
looked unbelievably big when standing vertical, and
had to be tied to the nearest rafter for safety, although
they would stand without support. On the two most
peripheral columns, we hung the statues of Theodore
and Melchisidek (holding our breath) on small eye-
hooks screwed into the frame.

What took all day to ranse, however, came down
remarkably fast. When we struck the set at 12:15
Saturday, we had all of the columns on the floor in
about 15 minutes. [ turned to Merowald, in a mo-

Raising the columns required at least three

mentuof indecision. “Should I kcsp them?” I asked. or four peaple.

“You’re the one who says it has to be gone,” he At Top, Ahove: From left to right,
said. “That’s what gives it power. That's the mys- unknown, Arawn of Glastonbury (one of my
tery " squires) and Hieronymous. That's Alaric,

X another of my squires, in the background.
We tore the columns apart and discarded them. ) ¥ HhE

For the last time, our architecture would be tempo-
rary. although I decided then and there that my days
of building temporary places had ended.
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