Labyrinth

hen researching the labyrinth, I discovered

that Grace Cathedral, a modem churchin San
Francisco, recently completed a 30-ft. canvas rep-
lica of the Chartres labyrinth that they call “The
Labyrnth Project.”

For the pilgrim visiting Chartres in the Middle
Ages, walking the labyrinth set into the floor stones
completed a spiritwal journey, Neetic Sciences Re-
view describes the maze as a threefold path:

“The first part was Purgation, a fetting go of the
cares of the world. The second was llumination, where
standing in the center, one could experience clarity of
heart and mind. The third, Union, ot joining God, oc-
curred as one walked back out into the world
emboldened by the meeting in the center.”

Originally, our reconstruction wis ta measure
20 feet in diameter. With the demise of our slated
labyrinth builder, however, we downsized to a 15-
ft. circle. The two urtisuns who made the labyrinth,
Grimm Alreksson and Harald Longfellow, did a su-
peth job of transferring the image, and a crew of
about s1x others assisted them in painting in the lines,
Finally, Duke Merewold and Lady Sarah Lyttel ap-
plied the necessary paint. piving the stones their tex-
tured appearance.

The resulting set piece far exceeded expecta-
tions. All through the evening and up until the time
of strike, adults and children navigated the maze.
Indeed, from the look on some of their taces, just
staring at the pattern seemed 1o have a soothing ef-
fect. Harald Longfellow took the maze home to
Carolingia with him.

Below: The
labyrinth from
Chartres Cathedral
(30-f1. diameter)
Above and Left:
Our reconstructed
labyrinth (15-ft.
diameler)
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